number of fossil (Jnios and other fresh water shells from the drift of that city, the former of which are highly important in their bearings on the distribution of certain species of that genus. They were obtained from abed of sand between two glacial beds in a railway cut on the Belt Line, north of Winchester street, 20 to 25 feet above the River Don.
Eight species and one variety of [Jnios and six species of other freshwater shells were sent, all of which are living at the present day. All the Unios are characteristic forms of the Mississippi Valley, but of these only three species have ever Ween reported from Canada.
The material was received in rather had condition; in the case of the Unios the valves were all more or less broken and somewhat crumbled, yet I have been able to identity with certainty most of the specimens.
It may be well before giving a list of these specimens, and stating the range which they at present occupy, to briefly outline the distribution of the Unionidce of Eastern North America. I to 6,000 feet thick, a mantle which in the eastern j)art of the United
States extended down to latitude 38°or 40°; that in the Champlain period which followed there was a subsidence over this area, during which great lakes were formed by the melting ice, whose northern shores were the yet remaining wall of ice, and whose southern borders were the land that sloped northward; and that they drained into the Mississippi system, is most strongly confirmed by the evidence of these fossil Unios, and by every fact of the distribution of the Naiades in this general region to day. It is believed that the entire system of the present Great Lakes was united, and that at one time it covered a considerable part of lower Michigan, and extended well into Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. What has since become the lied River of the North, which at that time was an arm of the great lake Agassiz, no doubt had its outlet into the Upper Mississippi from the small Bois des Sioux River, which rises in Lake Traverse, and from this connected with Big Stone Lake, near by, the head of the Minnesota River. 
